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gleemen were picked up by learned pundits,
and skilfully woven into a running series of
poetic narrative. Such a collection of poetry
relating to the Bharata War appears to be the
Maha-BMrata, and it was probably arranged
in its present form by various vyasas or
compilers. Popular fancy soon ascribed the
cluster of national songs to an individual
poet Vy&sa, just as Bishop Percy's name is
associated with his collection of old English
ballads. The Maha-BMrata could hardly
have been the outcome of one mind. Even
external evidence points to a group of poets.
If the Paradise Lost and the Nibelung
Lied were placed by the side of the Mneid
and Iliad, their combined length would fall
short of the Maha-Bharata.

It was only natural that, after the Great War,
the Kurus or Bharatas should have patronised
the joyous troubadours who perpetuated the
glorious memory of their ancestors represented
in the epic as the Pandava brothers. Poetry
seems to have enjoyed a high reputation
among the Kuru clans, for Hindu minstrels
and actors are called bh&ratas or bhats unto
this day.